
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear families,  
 

RE: Mobile phone and personal devices 
 
As you would have seen in the media, toward the end of November this year, the Government of  
South Australia has instructed all government schools to develop a policy and processes that ensure all mobile  
phones and other personal devices are not used by students at any time during the school day.  

Throughout the past 2 terms we have consulted with students from all year levels, our Governing Council and school staff 
to develop a policy and process that aligns with the direction given to us by the government. The policy has been 
adopted by the school staff and ratified by our Governing Council and will be implemented in full from the beginning of 
Term 2 2023 (adopted draft can be found on our website).  

What does it mean for students and families? 

• Term 1, 2023 will be used to educate students and families about the policy prior to its implementation in 
term 2.  

• In term 1 the current Mobile Phone Use Policy will be strictly implemented, phones and other personal 
devices will be required to be switched off and placed in student bags, in their lockers during lesson times. 
(All students are provided with a locker and lock upon their arrival at the school.) 

• The consequences of not complying with the policy will be explained and demonstrated throughout term 1. 
o Students will need to surrender any phone or personal device that is used during lesson time. 
o Failure to follow the reasonable instructions of the school staff will result in behaviour 

consequences aligned with the Positive Behaviours for Learning Policy which can be found on our 
website.   

• From the beginning of term 2 mobile phones and other personal devices will need to be switched off and 
placed in student bags, in their lockers for the entire school day.  
Failure to follow this expectation will result in the student having to surrender their mobile phone or other 
personal device until the end of the school day and may result in further consequences.  

While there will be different opinions regarding the implementation of this policy, throughout our community, the removal 
of mobile phones and other personal devices from the school environment is expected to have a considerable positive 
effect on improving student academic and social outcomes. There is growing research evidence which highlights the 
detrimental impact that mobile phones and other personal devices have on student learning and wellbeing.  

Please begin the discussions with your children regarding their responsibilities in this transition and work with us to ensure 
that this transition occurs with the least amount of disruption to learning or negative behaviours.  

We thank you in anticipation of your support. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

Anthony van Ruiten 


