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Principal’s Letter
Dear Willunga High School Community,

The end of term 3 signals we are very close to winding up the year, 
our Stage 2 students have all but finished their courses of study with 
their final assessments near completion and external exams about to 
start. They will then transition into their post school lives equipped with 
the skills to make a positive contribution to our society. The rest of our 
current students are about to begin their supported transitions into the 
2023 school year while our new year 7 students have already begun 
their transition visits and will start their secondary schooling with high 
expectations and lots of nerves.

This time of year is one where students of all ages require resilience 
as things don’t always go according to plan. Resilience is a learned 
attribute and can be practiced anywhere and at any time, so it is 
critical that we, as a community, support the development of skills 
and attributes that promote resilience. Building resilience amongst 
our young people is highly important, it reduces anxiety, reduces the 
likelihood of other mental health concerns and improves their likelihood 
of success at school and in the future. This is why resilience is one of 
the core values at Willunga High School.

Term 3 has been a highly successful term for our students both inside 
and outside of the classroom. We have seen the amazing success of 
our Agriculture and Orchid Club students winning a long list of awards 
at the Royal Adelaide Show and I know that many have experienced 
the sporting success in the local leagues also. The students in our FLO 
program held an art exhibition at Studio 20 in the final week of term. 
This was a huge success with an amazing positive atmosphere, brilliant 
artwork on display (some of it SALA awarded) with canapés and coffee 
catered by the students.

We have also had the much welcome return of our overseas students 
who are attending Willunga High School in study abroad placements. 
This term we welcomed Fiona, Timo and Hannah from Germany; 
Mateo from Chile and Jules from France. We have also begun to plan 
the return of Study Tours and Sister School visits where we welcome 
a group of students for two to three weeks for cultural immersion. As 
a school we highly value our international partners as they provide us 
with opportunities to share culture, develop our students’ international 
mindedness and their understanding and acceptance of difference. In 
a world that is showing a shift toward intolerance it is important that 
we understand that respect (another of our school values) is a two 
way relationship and we need to extend respect to all cultures and 
peoples to continue to live in a peaceful world. The understanding of 
cultural differences and similarities that our students gain through their 
exposure to students from different cultures fosters greater respect for 
all people.

Term 4 is always a busy term, beginning with trials for our Specialist 
Netball Program, transition visits and family information nights for 
our 2023 cohort of Year 7 students and a Student Free Day on 25 
November. We will also showcase our students’ artistic talents by 
holding an exhibition at the McLaren Vale Visitor Centre from 11 
November to 4 December.

Most of our Stage 2 students will be finishing their courses at the end 
of week 3 which then launches us in to the ‘awards season’, where we 
celebrate student success in all its forms. This starts with the Year 12 
Graduation Ceremony on November 3, followed by the Awards Night 
on November 30. 

Hope to see you all soon.

Take Care,

Anthony van Ruiten 
Principal

Key Dates Term 4

OCTOBER
Monday 17

Term 4 begins

Monday 17 - Tuesday 18

Year 11 Aquatics (Mr Lines)

Wednesday 19

Year Level Assemblies

Friday 21

2023 Year 7 Netball Specialist Program Trials

Thurday 27

Raise Mentoring Graduation

Friday 28

Principal’s Tour

Monday 31

Governing Council (6pm)

NOVEMBER
Wednesday 2 - Friday 4

Year 11 Deep Creek Camp (Mr Lines)

Thursday 3

Year 12 Graduation Ceremony

Friday 4

Year 12 Breakfast & Last Day

Monday 7 - Friday 18

Year 12 Final Exams

Wednesday 9

2023 Year 7 Information Night / Year 7 & 8 Carly Ryan Cyber Safety

Wednesday 9 - Thursday 10

Year 9 Blewitt Springs Camp (Ms Delchau)

Thursday 10

Transition visit (out of zone & non govt schools)

Friday 11

Remembrance Day

Friday 11 - Sunday 4 December

Arts Exhibition @ McLaren Vale Visitor Centre

Monday 14

Year 9 Aquatics (Ms Delchau & Mr Wendland)

Tuesday 22 - Wednesday 23

Year 9 Blewitt Springs Camp (Mr Wendland)

Friday 25

STUDENT FREE DAY

Monday 28 - Wednesday 30

Year 11 Exams

Tuesday 29

Year 8 Vaccinations

Wednesday 30

Awards Night

DECEMBER
Thursday 1 - Friday 2

Year 11 > Year 12 transition lessons

Saturday 3

Willunga Farmers Market Stall

Monday 5 - Wednesday 7

Year 10 Exams

Wednesday 7 - Friday 9

Year 10 > Year 11 transition lessons

Friday 9

Final 2023 Year 7 Transition Visit

Monday 12 - Thursday 15

Activities Week

Friday 16

Last Day of Term

Saturday 17 - Sunday 29 January

Term 4 School Holidays
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Our results are in for the Royal Adelaide Show 2022, 
and we are so excited to share them with you! We 
are very proud of our students, and their amazing 
efforts.  

Willunga High School was awarded -  

• Grand Champion Crossbred Carcass for Macklin 
Sooty. Sooty, a SimAngus, was the highest 
scoring steer of the Royal Show Carcass 
Competition! 

• Most Professional Steer Team  

• 1st in Sheep Handling, awarded to Year 11 
student Phoebe Collins (out of 237 students) 

• 2nd in the Urrbrae Award for Best Relationship 
between Steer and Handler, awarded to Year 11 
student Tamika Pottage  

• 2nd in the SAYBB Experienced Handlers Class, 
awarded to Year 11 student Phoebe Collins  

• 3rd in the SAYBB Experienced Handlers Class, 
awarded to Year 10 student Katie Bell  

• 3rd for overall Fleece value, awarded to our 
Merino team (out of over 70 teams of sheep) 

• 3rd for overall Fleece and Meat value, awarded to 
our Merino team (out of over 70 teams of sheep) 

• 2nd for Fleece, for the Mount Lofty Ranges and 
Fleurieu Zone 

2022 Royal Adelaide Show

• 3rd on Hoof for Maclin Sooty in the Crossbred 
Heavy Domestic class 

• 4th in Pig Handling to Mitchell Sherman and Katie 
Bell 

• Reserve Champion Egg Plate, along with a first, 
second and a third in other egg classes 

• Orchid Club members named champion school 

• Best School Olive Oil 

These results do not occur without a lot of hard work 
and dedication from our staff and students, and we 
are thrilled that effort was recognised. We also wish 
to acknowledge, and thank, the many members of 
our community, and school families who supported 
our Agriculture Team at the 2022 Royal Adelaide 
Show. 

Stay tuned for the Wine results, with the Wine Show!

Term 3 2022
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An exciting Book Week was celebrated in Week 5 (22nd-
26th August) with the theme “Dreaming with eyes open”.  

Each year, beginning in 1946, The Children’s Book 
Council of Australia, “presents annual awards to books 
of literary merit, for outstanding contribution to 
Australian children’s literature.” (CBCA , 2022) Willunga 
High School has many of this year’s nominated 
books available for students to borrow and during 
Book Week, they were on display in the Hub foyer. 

As part of our celebrations, there was a quiz related 
to the shortlisted books and lots of entries were 
placed in the quiz box over the course of the week. 
The first, second and third correct entries drawn 
were from Molly, Soph and Caleb. Congratulations 
to these students, who hopefully enjoyed their 
prize of canteen vouchers, smarties, a special Book 
Week themed pen and the selection of a book each.
There was also a “Guess the number of lollies in the 
jar”, which seems to be a WHS Book Week tradition 
now! 
 

Celebrating Book Week

For the first time ever in running this, there were four 
students with the closest guess! All just one away from 
the actual number of lollies, which was 137, enough 
lollies to share! Congratulations to Dayne, Michala, Paige 
and Aiden. 

With the theme in mind, an “Inspiring Book” display and 
raffle was set up. Students and staff were asked to write 
the name of a book that had inspired them and why, on 
a paper cloud and place it on the display, which would 
become their ticket into a prize draw at the end of Book 
Week. 

Many clouds were placed on the display, with a great 
variety of book titles and wonderful reasons why they 
were inspiring. The display looked fantastic, as each day 
through the week, more clouds went up… the draw 
took place in week 6 and the winner was Jemiahah, who 
received a $20 gift voucher and a block of chocolate. The 
runners up, Ben, Michala and Jack, were able to select a 
book and a chocolate frog. The inspiring books named by 
these students were “The Hunger Games”, “The Famous 
Five,” “Dog Man,” and “The Hobbit”. 

The staff raffle was won by Miss Henderson who elected 
“The Book Thief” by Markus Zusak, as her inspiring book. 

Student engagement with the activities and support 
from the staff made Book Week 2022 a great success.

Children’s Book Council of Australia n.d., About the Children’s Book Council of Australia, viewed 1 September 2022, <https://cbca.org.au/about> 

On Friday 26 August, our Rainbow Alliance held a stall for Wear It 
Purple day. Wear It Purple day is a day for empowerment, activism 
and awareness of queer youth. It started in 2010, as a response to 
heartbreaking stories from LGBTQIA+ people around the globe about 
their lived experiences. Wearing purple clothes, accessories, make up 
and anything else is a subtle (or not so subtle) way to show support for 
queer people in the area, and builds a sense of community and pride. 
The way we celebrated at Willunga High School was with a stall, 
where we sold badges (designed and made by us) and painted 
student and teacher’s faces with purple hearts and stars, and rainbow 
stripes. A member of Rainbow Alliance along with our librarian 
Rachel also put together a Wear It Purple book display showcasing 
some of the LGBTQIA+ literature we have in our book collection.

Rainbow Alliance is a student lead group at Willunga High 
School for LGBTQIA+ students and their allies to meet one 
another, hang out and have a supportive, inclusive space. We 
run events through the year on important Pride days, such as 
Wear It Purple Day and are open to all year levels to attend.

Wear It Purple Day
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Arts Showcase - Retro Rewind

On Friday 23 September, Willunga High School held their Semester 2 Arts Showcase Retro Rewind at 
the Aldinga Payinthi College theatre. This event featured Dance, Drama and Music performances from 
students in Years 7-12, as well as films made by WHS Media students. 

We would like to congratulate all the students involved and thank the arts teachers for their organisation 
and support of this event. 
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FLO Studio 20 Event
On Thursday 29 September our FLO students totally 
rocked our Studio 20 event, along with Studio 20 
Youth. Thank you to everyone who came along and 
supported. Well done to our young artists for all their 
amazing work and our hospitality students for their 
incredible catering. 

We were lucky enough to have Zhaine Reynolds 
(previous FLO student) supporting students and live 
spray painting plus DJ SVVLO spinning some tunes.

Huge thanks to Onkaparinga Council Studio 20 for all 
their support and participation and our FLO team who 
made the night a huge success doing so much behind 
the scenes. 

SALA Exhibition

Congratulations to our incredibly talented FLO student Iris Rogers for winning the People’s Choice Award in a 
recent SALA exhibition.  

We had eight students participate and produce excellent works in photography, textile design and painting, who 
also received great feedback.

Acrylic on canvas
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National Science Week
As part of National Science Week 2022, 60 students 
from years 8-12 visited the Science Alive event held 
at the Adelaide Showgrounds.  

STEM Day Out provided students a window into 
the wide variety of STEM careers now available. 
Students had the opportunity to engage with 
young early career scientists/engineers and 
participate in interactive workshops and STEM 
challenges.

Year 10-12 students were also invited to attend 
Science Alive, Women in STEM, exclusive to 
high schools. Students attended presentations 
from leading female scientists, engineers and 
professionals from a diverse range of STEM careers. 
At the conclusion of the presentation, students had 
the opportunity to explore the Science Alive expo.

Presenters included: 
• Professor Caroline McMillen, Chief Scientist for 

South Australia

• Professor Nicola Spurrier, Chief Public Health 
Officer for South Australia

• Katie Gloede, Program Manager, Adelaide 
Crows Foundation STEMFooty

• Stephanie Wan, Associate Director, Space 
Industry Practice, KPMG Australia

• Sarah Cannard, Female Space Leader of the 
Year, Senior Engineer & Project Manager Nova 
Systems

• Sarah Brown, Lead Technologist, Code Like A 
Girl

•Stephanie Lamont-Freidrich, SA Account 
Manager/Business Development Manager for 
SA Government, Energy and Natural Resources

• Tiahni Adamson, Lead Community Engagement 
Officer CH4 Global

• Georgia Dallimore, Undergraduate Aerospace 
Engineer and Space Communicator

• Isabella McCulloch, Astrophysicist, Aspiring 
Project Manager

We hope the attendance at this expo will further 
enlighten students about future careers in these 
subject areas and inspire interest in STEM.  
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In week 7 of this term, our Middle school team 
held a year 7 assembly to celebrate the first group 
of year 7’s to attend Willunga High school. During 
this assembly several awards were received, 
recognising student efforts in demonstration of 
each of our ‘Learner Profiles’. Each Homegroup 
gave a presentation highlighting some of the 
most exciting, memorable and enjoyable parts 
of their transition to High School and advice 
they might give to next year's year 7 cohort.  
 
These presentations had been several weeks 
in the making and it was obvious that students 
had great enjoyment in putting them together. 

Year 7 Assembly

Several Homegroups created a video (each with a 
different flavour) and another chose to create an 
entire model of the school using Minecraft to give 
a ‘virtual tour’. These presentations were very 
well done, and reflected students’ perspectives 
on their successful transition to High School. 

   
At the end of the assembly, each student was 
presented with a medallion to commemorate that 
they are the first year 7 students to join Willunga 
High School. We couldn’t be prouder of our year 
7 cohort and their contributions to Willunga High 
School. 

On Tuesday 6 September, students from our 9 and 10 Japanese classes went on our annual visit to the 
Himeji Gardens on South Terrace and to the Central Markets for lunch.  A fabulous experience was 
enjoyed by everyone, and we were fortunate enough to enjoy some glorious spring weather.  
 
Thank you to Ms Selby and Mr Temple who accompanied the students. Our students proudly 
represented Willunga High School showing our school values of respect, responsibility, resilience and 
success.

Himeji Gardens- A slice of Japan

Netball Specialist Program

On Tuesday 20 September, the Netball Specialist 
Program class attended Wirreanda Secondary School 
to play against their SSC Netball (years 7 to 10). 

It was a great opportunity for both schools to test 
the skills that they have learnt over the year, against 
new competition.

It was a fantastic day with Willunga victorious in all 4 
games, the sportsmanship’s displayed by the players 
was a credit to them.

The students have shown their development of 
netball skills that have they grown throughout the 
year and we look forward to seeing the continued 
growth and success.
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Foodbank is an organisation that distributes food 
to those who have difficulty purchasing enough to 
avoid hunger. Foodbank states that food drives are 
a great way to bring people together and support 
people.

We are seeking donations to Foodbank, so if you’re 
able to help please donate non-perishable goods 
which can be placed in a collection box in our 
Learning Hub.

For more information on Foodbank please go to: 
https://www.foodbank.org.au/?state=sa

Foodbank Food Drive

During week 10 our year 9 students attended an 
excursion to Blanche Point, Port Willunga to learn 
more about our local geology as part of our year 9 
science unit, Plate Tectonics.  
 
This excursion related to local examples to the 
theory students learnt in class.  
 
Students and staff were guided by a local expert 
geologist, Rob Kirk.  Rob has 40 years of seismic and 
well interpretation experience and spent 30 years 
with SA Oil and Gas, Occidental, BHP and specializes 
in seismic stratigraphy and sequence stratigraphy.

Geology Excursion Performing Arts - Music

On Saturday 30 July, year 10 music vocalist Katie Bell 
took up the opportunity to perform at the Almond 
Blossom Festival. She performed solo for a 20-minute 
bracket.  
 
Katie’s performance was so impressive that a lady 
from the audience assumed the Almond Blossom 
Festival hired her as a professional performer for the 
event, not aware that Katie Bell was only a year 10 
music student from Willunga High School. Katie is 
a true reflection of just how talented Willunga High 
School students can be. She continues to make her 
school and her music teacher very proud indeed. 
Congratulations Katie on a great performance!



Term 3 2022
WHS Newsletter

 

On Tuesday 23 August, we had the pleasure of hosting our first Spanish Morning, where middle school 
students from Willunga High School, Aberfoyle Park High School and Seaford High School collaborated to 
share and further develop their learning of Spanish language and culture. 

Students across all three schools worked together and engaged in a number of activities designed to 
practice their formulaic expressions learnt in the classroom and immerse them further in Spanish culture. 

Students actively participated in a number of learning activities and games, tried traditional Chilean pastries 
(Chilenitos and Alfajores) and engaged in a Latin dance workshop hosted by Valeria Alonso from El Ritmo 
Academy. 

Thank you to Ms Montiel Villagra for organising this event and providing this fantastic opportunity to our 
students. 

Spanish Morning

WHS Newsletter

This term Willunga High School were pleased 
to welcome a number of newborn Southdown 
lambs. A very successful lambing season of pure 
bred, healthy and strong, Southdown lambs, 
exceeding our lambing percentage predictions and 
lambing survival rates by over 30% each thus far. 

Lambing season comes at a time when Year 
10 Agriculture students are learning aspects 
of Sheep Production such as reproduction, 
breeding genetics, health and nutrition.  
 
The breeding of our Southdown lambs is also 
an integral component of Year 12 student, Ffion, 

Production Investigation as she monitors the 
ewe’s pregnancy since joining with purebred 
Southdown Ram of Ben Lacey from Lacey 
Viticulture in McLaren Vale in February this year.  
 
The aim is to compare the initial ultra sound 
results invitro of all ewes with the final total 
lambing results and draw conclusions about 
our overall lambing and survival rates for 2022. 

We look forward to the arrival of the lambs still to 
come and will continue following their growth 
and development over the course of the year.

Lambs



Protect yourself from scams - Scammers are getting increasingly 
sophisticated in their attempts to obtain money or personal details. 

Scamwatch is urging the public to be wary of phone messages from a 
family member or friend claiming they need help, following a significant 

rise in “Hi Mum” scams in recent months. 

 

 

NUMBER PLATE THEFT 
Number plates are often stolen from vehicles for the purpose of committing further, more serious crimes.  The 
use of stolen plates makes it more difficult for police to detect and investigate crimes in a timely manner. To 
reduce your chances of having your plates stolen, please consider the following security tips.  

- Park in a well lit area
- Secure vehicle in a garage where possible
- Secure your vehicle with tamper-resistant screws, these can be purchased from hardware stores and

automobile parts stores and make it extremely difficult for offenders to remove your number plates
- Report instances of number plate theft to police as soon as possible
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Welcome to the Spring edition of the Southern District Community Engagement Newsletter.  This 
document contains electronic hyperlinks to various sources should you require any further 
information. 

 
 

 

 

                                           

 

 

                                              

 

Issue 5 
SPRING 2022 

 

Follow us! 

 

 

 

South Australia Police acknowledge 
and respect the traditional owners 
of the country. We recognise and 

respect their cultural heritage, 
beliefs and relationships with the 
land and that this is of continuing 

importance today. 

 

Author:                                  
S/C Sophie Hodge 

Approved by:                      
C/Inspector Seamus Mc Daid
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NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 4 – 10 SEPT 2022 

National Child Protection Week 2022 is shining a light on children growing up safe and 
supported.  If you would like to know more about how you can play a part in this please follow 
this link - Tips For Playing Your Part - NAPCAN There are things that we call all do 
every day in all of the aspects of our lives to help make a difference. 

 

SPRING CLEAN YOUR HOME SECURITY! 
When you are enjoying the beautiful spring weather in your garden, take some 
time to review your home security.  

 
 sure to lock all doors and windows, even when you are outside in the yard  

used as hiding places  
 
ront and rear doors  

 
 

location out of sight  
 
More crime prevention and security tips can be found on the SAPOL webpage. 
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        ALDINGA NETBALL CLUB 
SUMMER MIXED COMPETITION 
          Thursday nights 
                 at Shark Park 
            Aldinga Oval Complex 

         Port Rd Aldinga 
 

Competition starts  
Thursday 27th October 

 
Register a team 
9’s, 11’s, 13’s, 

17’s, Senior Mixed, & Ladies 
 

Cost $55 Team Registration 
$10 Player Registration 

$8 per game 
$60 Forfeit Fee 

 
Registrations close 20th October 2022 

 
Team registration forms available by email 

Every player must individually register  
online via Play HQ 

with the Aldinga Netball Club Association.  
 

For more info contact 
Summer Co-ordinator 0401920964 

Or aldinga.summercoordinator@gmail.com 
Umpires also wanted 

PLAYERS WANTED!!! 
COACHES WANTED!!! 

under12 boys/girls (born 2012, 2013) 

under14 boys/girls (born 2010, 2011) 

under16 boys/girls (born 2008, 2009) 
 

Please contact Sharon 0407 524 687 for more 
information and make a start this summer season 

 
 
Remember we offer zero uniform costs for our u12s 

and you can get in touch too regarding other ages/teams and refereeing 
Thank you, Wildcat Celtics Committee 

Cricket Blast

Junior Blasters Sunday 10am to 11:00
Master Blasters Sunday 10am to 11:30

Junior Club Cricket Game Days
U10s Mixed Friday 5pm to 6:30
U12s Mixed Friday 5pm to 7:00
U14s Mixed Saturday 8am to 11:00
U16s Girls Sunday 10:00am
U16.5 Mixed Saturday 8am to 11:00

Play 
Cricket

Learn the skills to play cricket through fun activities

and search Willunga Cricket Club
Or visit Playhq.com.au

Willunga Cricket Club

New players welcome for all 
grades and programs

All Ages Boys & Girls Welcome
Register online at Playhq.com.au

For more details and dates please contact
Willunga Cricket Club on 0410930663

and search Willunga Cricket Club
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