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Principal’s Letter

Dear Willunga High School Community,

Two terms of 2022 have come and gone. This year has been quite the 
rollercoaster ride and has certainly provided challenges for staff and 
students alike. As we approach the July school holidays we reflect on 
what has been a very busy term. Since the last newsletter our students 
have been engaged in a wide variety of activities which include: Years 
7 & 9 students completing NAPLAN, Year 10 and 11 exams, outdoor 
education camps, Arts Showcase, and knockout sports to name a few.  

This week, (3-10 July), is NAIDOC week. The theme for NAIDOC week 
in 2022 is Get Up!, Stand Up!, Show Up! This theme reflects on the 
need to go further than just acknowledging the ongoing injustices our 
first nation’s people experience, just talking about how we can move 
forward or making more promises that may not be kept. It is time for 
action and it takes all members of our communities to get up and take 
action toward reconciliation, to stand up for equality and equity for 
our first nations peoples and to show up when and where it matters 
to ensure our governments remove the institutionalised barriers to the 
inclusion of our first nations people in decisions that impact on their 
lives, culture and cultural heritage. 

NAIDOC week is also about celebrating the achievements of our first 
nation’s people, from the achievements of our sporting, music or 
artistic icons to the contributions of others to culture, community and 
advocacy. 

Earlier this term we appointed a new Aboriginal Education Teacher 
(AET) and are excited to introduce Rebecca Price who will be working 
with us to support all our aboriginal students. We are currently 
advertising for an Aboriginal Secondary Education Transition Officer 
(ASETO) to work with Rebecca and the families of our Aboriginal 
students to promote community and engagement in a way the allows 
our students to perform to their highest potential. Our Aboriginal 
Education Team also work to support all staff and students to further 
develop their understanding and awareness of our shared history so we 
can walk together toward reconciliation.

As we move into term 3 we already begin our preparation for 2023. 
Early in Term 3 students will be planning their subject selections for 
next year. In Learner Profile Development classes students will be 
setting goals and looking at the subjects they need to be able to 
achieve their desired post school pathway. It is important that these 
discussions happen at home as well so that your children can benefit 
from broader discussions from different experiences and perspectives. 
We have recently added Career Tools to our website to support the 
investigations and discussions students have when planning their 
schooling and post school pathways.

Attendance is directly linked to success at school. It is critical that 
families support their students to be at school every day. As winter 
continues with its short and cold days getting to school can be more 
of a struggle than usual, however developing poor attendance patterns 
will have a significant impact on the remainder of a child’s schooling as 
they miss crucial learning each time they are not at school.  We need 
to continue to strive to reduce the number of students who miss school 
for any reason other than illness. We would like to thank the support we 
have received from families, the students themselves and our staff for 
continuing to improve our culture of attendance.

We hope that you enjoy the upcoming holidays and get to enjoy some 
quality time with your families and friends. We look forward to seeing 
everyone on 25 July refreshed and ready to learn.

Take Care,

Anthony van Ruiten 
Principal

Key Dates Term 3

JULY
 Monday 25

 Term 3 begins

 Monday 25 - Friday 29

 Year 12 Mid Year Exams

 Wednesday 27

 Year Level Assemblies / Carly Ryan Cyber Safety Presentation 

 Friday 29

 Open Boys Statewide Basketball

 Saturday 30 - Sunday 31

 Willunga Almond Blossom Festival

AUGUST
 Monday 1

 Year 12 uniTEST (TBC)

 Wednesday 3

 Subject Selections: Web Preferences Open / Yr 12 University Talks (TBC)

 Friday 5

 Music Night / Mt Lofty Summit Hike

 Monday 8

 Governing Council

 Wednesday 10

 Subject Selections Finalised  / Year 12 University Talks (TBC)

 Friday 12

 Principal’s Tour

 Monday 15 - Friday 19

 Science Week

 Wednesday 17

 Course Confirmation (11am - 7pm)

 Friday 19

 Veggie Stall

 Monday 29

 Bell Shakespeare Performance

SEPTEMBER
 Thursday 8

 R U OK Day / Year 10 Immunisations

 Friday 9

 SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY

 Monday 12

 STUDENT FREE DAY / Governing Council (6pm)

 Tuesday 13

 Transition visit Willunga Primary 11:00am - 12:30pm

 Wednesday 14

 Principal’s Tour / Year Level Assemblies

 Wednesday 14 - Thursday 15

 Dental for Schools

 Thursday 15

 Arts Showcase Semester 2

 Tuesday 20

 Transition visit McLaren Vale Primary 11:00am - 12:30pm   

 Thursday 22

 Transition visit out of zone and non-govt schools 11:00am - 12:30pm

 Monday 26 - Friday 30

 Year 10 Work Experience

 Tuesday 27

 Transition visit McLaren Flat Primary 11:00am - 12:30pm   

 Wednesday 28

 Student, Parent, Teacher Conferences 

 OCTOBER
 Monday 3 - Friday 14

 Term 3 School Holidays



naidoc.org.au

I created this piece after reading this year's NAIDOC theme. I knew straight away I 
wanted to do a graphic piece centred around our flags with text highlighting what we 
have been through and are still fighting for. I feel that this piece being black and white 
allows us to focus on the detail and messages in the artwork.

In this artwork I have little bits of me and my family, I have included a crocodile for my 
late granny. She was one of the strongest women I know and was never afraid to speak 
her mind and stand up for family and Country. I have also included my family's dancing 
stick, this is present as a reminder that we will always have our Country, Kin and Culture. 
There are also symbols to represent us as a community. People gathered around a camp, 
a spear and woomera to represent our strength, water, trees, animal tracks and 
non-human entities to show our connection to Country.

3-10 JULY 2022

Stronger, Ryhia Dank (Nardurna)

facebook.com/NAIDOC

@naidocweek 

@naidocweek 

#NAIDOC2022 #GetUpStandUpShowUp
Aboriginal Flag designed by Mr Harold Thomas. Torres Strait Islander Flag reproduced by kind 
permission of the Torres Strait Island Regional Council, designed by the late Mr Bernard Namok. 

NAIDOC Week 2022 proudly 
acknowledges and celebrates 

the 50th Anniversary of the 
Aboriginal Tent Embassy (1972) 

and 30th Anniversary of the 
1992 Mabo decision [Mabo v 
Queensland (No.2) (1992)].

Winter in Willunga means almond blossom and the Almond Blossom Festival. The festival brings all the fun of 
the fair to the Willunga Rec Park. There will be farm animals, craft, gentle rides and scary rides, sideshows, music, 
fireworks and festival food. And almonds. Almonds for eating. Almonds for cracking. Almonds for cooking. 
Almonds for colouring in.  

With COVID getting in the way of celebrations in 2020 and 2021, it’s time to rug up and have another crack at the 
Almond Blossom Festival at its traditional time, when the almond trees are in bloom around Willunga. On the 
weekend of 30 and 31 July, Willunga Recreation Park will be transformed into an extravaganza of family fun – the 
perfect finale to the mid-year school holidays. 

The almond cookery competition is on again too. Anyone can enter, with categories ranging from biscuits and 
cakes to novelty items. The only rule is that they must contain almonds. Entries will be on display in the CWA 
Rooms, where you can grab tea and scones from the Willunga Evening Branch members. 

Please share our festival with your friends.  
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/WillungaAlmondBlossomFestival/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/willunga_almond_blossom_festiv/  
Website: https://almondblossomfestival.com.au/ 
Event link: https://www.facebook.com/events/1161050294697136/?ref=newsfeed 
Cookery Info: https://willungarecpark.com.au/almond-blossom-festival/ 
Ticket Link:  https://www.trybooking.com/BWJGU    
Accommodation links: https://www.mclarenvaleandfleurieucoast.com.au/stay 
Linktr.ee: https://linktr.ee/WillungaAlmondBlossomFestival
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This term we warmly welcome international student Jules from France.

We live in an increasingly multicultural and diverse world. Here at Willunga High School we strive to provide 
authentic opportunities for our students to learn about other cultures from around the world. A key feature of 
our International Education Program is our school’s involvement in a cultural exchange program. 

If you are interested in becoming a homestay family or would like more information, please contact us on 
8557 0100 or visit: https://www.whs.sa.edu.au/international/

Bring the world home
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Arts Showcase - Identity 

On Thursday 30 June, Willunga High School held their Semester 1 Arts Showcase Identity at the Hopgood 

Theatre. This event featured Dance, Drama and Music performances from students in years 9-12, as well as a 

Visual Arts display in the foyer.

After having to postpone this event earlier in the term, the students were excited to finally get the opportunity 

to perform. It was a perfect example of the students demonstrating the schools values; they conducted 

themselves with respect and responsibility, they showed resilience after the postponement and demonstrated 

success on stage. 

 

We would like to congratulate all the students involved and thank the arts teachers for their organisation and 

support of this event. 
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2022 Olive Harvest

In mid-May all Agriculture students and year 7’s worked together to harvest over 800kg of olives from the 

school’s organically managed olive grove and produced nearly 140L of fresh aromatic olive oil. Our 2-day harvest 

was conducted in a traditional style – using hand rakes, nets and buckets - with all participants working together 

to gather two full bins of olives. The students will also be involved in the bottling and labelling process with 

the final product available for purchase at the front office or at our Willunga High School stall at the Willunga 

Farmer’s Market.  

In addition to this, year 10 students harvested up to 60kg of table olives as part of their Tree Crops unit, coupled 

with an exercise in valuing adding, and are currently preparing them for jarring in brine at the end of the term. 

Agriculture 
 
This term we have had many engaging learning opportunities in Agriculture. 

The school’s wine centre has continued to be a hive of activity as the students completed the final preparations 

for the Rosé bottling. We also had Mitchell Rigney, a stage 2 Agricultural Production student, working on the 

bottling and labelling of his organic naturally made Shiraz for selling at the Willunga Farmers Markets.  

 

In the Vineyard, we saw the onset of seasonal change into dormancy and introduced the Southdown Ewes into 

the vineyard to access the fresh pasture and help in weed control.

We also saw the arrival of our two steers a Black Angus Steer from Peter and Simone Bond of Blackstone Angus, 

Meadows and a Sim Angus Steer from Cherry and David Macklin, Ashbourne. 

 

The Willunga High School year 9 Agriculture students have had the pleasure of welcoming two 6 week old dairy 

calves from Chelsea Connor of Nangkita Dairy as part of the exploration of their dairy unit. They have been 

responsible for feeding the calves both morning and afternoon and monitoring their health and growth.
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Preparing for Show

The Merino ethers have continued to grow and become part of our Agriculture Team. The students are starting 

to prepare the animals for showing at the Royal Adelaide Show and fine tune their animal husbandry skills.

Feeding calculations

The year 11 Agriculture students have 

deconstructed the problem with low feed coming 

out of Autumn and going into Winter in an 

authentic Pasture Management task with 6 Aussie 

White sheep. Students have calculated the feed 

available in the feedlot and the sheep requirements 

and designed a supplementary feeding program 

to ensure the correct nutritional requires for the 

livestock.

Animal Care

The layer hens have continued to provide companionship to 

students and provide them with learning opportunities in 

management and responsible animal care.  

Stage 2 student, Brayden Hooper, has continued to collect 

data on the number the eggs produced on average per week 

as part of his Production Investigation.

7 July 2022  |  Term 2 2022

Year 7 Maths Carnivale

Year 7’s have been busy creating a maths carnival event. In groups they’ve worked hard on creating, designing 

and building games with the aim to make the most money possible. 

Students had a lot of fun playing each other’s games and trying to win prizes. Each group had to collect data, as 

they’ve been learning all about statistics, and are currently compiling their statistical report from the carnival.

Year 7 Interoception Intervention

In semester one the year 7 cohort have been building on their interoception awareness skills through 
engagement of short class activities and developing and utilising their individual ‘Ready to Learn Plans’. Short 
Interoception activities are designed to help students self-regulate and settle into class after breaks by setting 
learners up with tools and strategies to get into the ‘Ready to Learn’ mindset and engage in the classroom 
environment in an effective and timely manner. The year 7 students designed their own ‘Ready to Learn 
Plan’ which sets up tools and strategies which are unique to their learning style. Parents and caregivers are 
encouraged to support the plans and ask students about their plan.
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Wine pump donation 
Willunga High School were fortunate to receive a donation from the Wine Coast Networking. The new wine 

pump will be used at Willunga High School for our wine program.

Thank you to Chris Cotton, Casey Evans and Jason Godfrey for delivering us this very generous donation.

WHS Newsletter

Year 8 Mentoring Program
This term, Willunga High School began working with Raise mentoring group to provide a youth mentoring 
program with selected year 8 students. We are very excited to provide students with access to this evidence 
based mentoring program that invites volunteers from the community to work with a selected group of 
students for one hour of face-to-face mentoring each week across term 2-4. These sessions involve a structured 
mentoring session with a caring, independent volunteer mentor who shows up each week, just for them. With 
the time to listen, one-to-one support with a mentor empowers young people to talk through life’s challenges 
and help them cope better, today and in the future. Each session is also followed by morning tea.   

Research shows that a young person who has a one-to-one confiding relationship with a consistent adult role 
model can experience improved social and emotional outcomes, a decrease in behavioural problems and 
increased engagement with education.   

We look forward to seeing the positive outcomes for students involved in this program.  

If you would like to know more about the Raise mentoring program, visit the Raise website at https://raise.org.au

Congratulations to our Willunga High School students for their nominations in the 2022 state teams.

We would also like to congratulate Ryder Cook for being selected in the U16 State Team. The team will travel to 
Redcliffe, Queensland in July to represent South Australia. We wish them the best of luck during the competition 
and beyond.

If you have an achievement story about one of our students  
please email us: dl.0909.info@schools.sa.edu.au

State-wide Basketball 
 
This term our year 7/8 basketball team competed in the 

state-wide competition held at Morphett Vale Basketball 

Stadium. 

Our team showed great commitment, sportsmanship, and 

teamwork for the entire day. Working together and always 

supporting each other resulted in them winning 3 out of 4 

games, finishing in 3rd position overall. This was a fantastic 

achievement considering we were the youngest team in 

the competition.  

The students also had the opportunity to meet former 

Chicago Bulls and Adelaide 36ers player Luke Schenscher.

Congratulations 
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Netball Specialist Program 

This term our school has been represented in netball at the Southern Vales/Fleurieu zone day carnivals. Some 

of our year 7 to 12 students competed in a state-wide Netball competition at the Aldinga Payinthi Collage and 

Aldinga Netball club. 6 teams competed altogether (x2 year 7/8, x2 year 9/10 and x2 open teams).

It was a great opportunity for the students to use their skills that they have developed over the past semester, as 

a part of the Willunga High School Netball Specialist Program.

All teams played extremely well and showed great sportsmanship and teamwork throughout the day. 

Thank you to Ms Hosking, Ms Hansen, Ms DePretis, Naomi, Layla, and Ella for helping coach the Netball Academy 

students

 

Year 11 Biology

Our Year 11 Biology class had the opportunity to attend Cleland Wildlife Sanctuary this term to observe the 

behaviours of native species that are kept for conservation purposes.  The aim of this field trip was to learn 

about what humans are doing for the conservation of species and to investigate the impacts of these efforts. 

Students had a great day exploring the park and taking behavioural observations of a variety of animals. A 

fantastic day in an outdoor learning space!

Horticultural enterprises

Students have continued to learn about different horticultural enterprises with the planting of our vegetable 

garden, strawberry patch and carnations. Several year 12 students will be considering the economics involved in 

their production along with gaining specific knowledge of their management and expected yields.
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Japanese

Year 8 Language Acquisition students of Japanese have been successfully show-casing their conversation skills 

in small movie skits. They worked fabulously both individually and in teams to master their speaking talents and 

creatively entertain their classmates and teacher. Year 7 students are currently working to finish theirs also.

Year 10 Language Acquisition students of Japanese have been advancing well with their Japanese skills. This 
term they were also presenting cultural topics of interest to the class. Fortunately, this has included learning how 
to make sushi. Yum! 

Year 9 Japanese students are currently learning about shopping in Japan. Their last topic finished with students 

designing their own ‘dream bedrooms’ at home and describing them in Japanese. Students used all kinds of 

mediums to do this including this fabulous design (about 10cm²- created in ¼ of a mask box) and description by 

Paige Ellis made with air-dried clay. Amazing work!
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Taiko Drumming Workshops

At the end of May, all students of Japanese were invited to participate in Taiko Drumming Workshops with 

Kiyomi Calwell from Tyke-Oh,  EZ Japanese. The day was a huge success and students enjoyed the workshops 

both as a fabulous taste of Japanese Culture and a lovely well-being activity.

SHIP Program
Our year 7 and 8 students from our Student with High Intellectual Potential program met together for the first 

time on Friday of week 7. 

In this session, the students competed against each other in a series of brain teasers and puzzles challenging 

them to think creatively. Following this they discussed the purpose of the program and some of the 

opportunities that they will have throughout 2022.  

We are looking forward to working with this fantastic group throughout their years at Willunga High School.

Duke of Edinburgh Award Program
The Willunga High School Breakfast Club is available every morning from 8.20am located out the front of the 
canteen. 

Our School Breakfast Club aims to ensure students start the day with a healthy meal, to improve 
concentration and also helps students make friends and volunteer their services for our Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Program.

Students will also be able to take a piece of fruit or an item for lunch if they have come to school without. 

For more information about the School Breakfast Clubs Program visit: www.foodbank.org.au/schools

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Program students have also been busy cooking peach muffins for the breakfast 
club, volunteering at Willunga Farmers Markert’s and participating in the school yard clean up. 

Newspaper Donations 

Do you have any spare or old newspapers that you would like to donate? Our Art room use old newspapers to 

protect the tables when painting. Donations are welcome at the front office.

7 July 2022  |  Term 2 2022
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01. Lizzy Tomkins 
02. Jasmine Schueller 

03. Jade Worsley 
04. Amber Abbott 

05. Scarlett Holmes 
06. Jessica Kellett 

 

07. Bella Dupauillon 
08. Tabitha Rimmer 

09. Raphy Agale 
10. Daisy Barber 
11. Isabel Holmes

01 02 

03  04

Willunga High School Art
Year 9 students have used short brush strokes of broken colour like the Dutch Post-Impressionist artist Van Gogh. 

Like many artists have done over the centuries, students created reproductions paying attention to working in 

the style of the artist. 

Year 10 Art students painted creative elongated portrait in the style of the artist Modigliani. The students have 

paid attention to the way the artist drew the composition - with the person as the focal point in the foreground 

and has observed the way the artist applied the paint.

05 

07 08 09 

10 11 

06 



Trolley for the Willunga Farmers Market
A group of year 11 metalwork students spent term 1 working on the production of a trolley for the Willunga 

Farmers Market. Richard Bennett, the operations manager for the market, discussed the specifications for the 

trolley with the students. Under the supervision of design and technology teachers Bill Barrie and Andy Temple, 

the students were able to use their welding and fabricating skills to complete the trolley. 
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Food Product Innovation *new subject in 2022*

The Food Product Innovation course is new in 2022, starting from Year 11 this year and being offered at year 12 

also in 2023. The Year 11 students explored preserves, sensory evaluation tests plus labelling and packaging of 

food to industry standards. Their major project was to design and create a food product of their own choice to 

solve an issue in society for a specific target market. It was great to see a wide variety of issues chosen, such as 

Gluten Free and Vegan foods through to making banana bread as a food waste reduction strategy for misshapen 

bananas and gourmet marshmallows for using up left over egg whites.  

Ms Ashton was also generous with her time and took the files students designed for their packaging to a 

community group called Hackerspace Adelaide to cut the packaging templates on their laser cutter, just like it 

would be cut in the industry. Hackerspace Adelaide is a maker space for people aged over 16 in the community 

that is based at Flinders University Tonsley where people can work together on electronics, 3D printing and 

other tech projects. Willunga High School are investigating getting our own laser cutter. 
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Tafe SA Fashion Design Visit
Early in term 2, Ms Moore visited Tafe SA Adelaide campus to gain insight into the pathways our year 12 fashion 

students can explore. The visit was very inspiring, gaining an understanding of predicting fashion trends; 

exploring Australian textile products; and gaining an understanding of design and fashion illustration. The 

most valuable information was the extent of opportunities available for students and career pathways. Jobs in 

the Fashion industry include: costume making, fashion styling, fashion design, marketing, graphic design, art 

director, design director, buyer, eCommerce, digital content creator… and the list goes on! Tertiary courses in 

Fashion include Diplomas and University Degrees. 

During this visit Ms Moore was introduced to Frankie, a TAFE SA student who graciously came to visit our Fashion 

students and share their experience of completing a Bachelor of Creative Arts, Fashion and Costume Design. 

Frankie is currently a 3rd year student who has already had many paid opportunities by completing high quality 

working during their studies. They have participated in street art movements, done work with RM Williams, 

created costumes for short films and participated in costume competitions nationally. They are currently working 

on freelance projects such as drag queen costumes and bridal gowns. 

The students were enthralled with the displays and creations Frankie brought in for us to view. Hopefully, this 

was an inspiring experience for our students and future pathway options they may consider. 

For more information please see Ms Moore or visit https://www.tafesa.edu.au/courses/arts-design/fashion



MMEEDDIICCAALL  RREESSEEAARRCCHH  
SSCCHHOOOOLL  QQUUIIZZ

The Australian Society for Medical Research ACN 000599235 - ABN 18 000 599 235 Level 7, 37 Bligh Street, Sydney, 2000 
Ph: (02) 9230 0333, Fax: (02) 9230 0339 Email: asmr@asmr.org.au Website: www.asmr.org.au Snr Executive Officer: Catherine West

Open to Year 7 – 12 students

33 multiple choice questions that will test your knowledge and 
inspire your imagination (+ one bonus question)  

13th May to 13th July 2022

Great prizes to be won!

Enter online @ asmr.org.au/asmr-mrw/asmr-mrw-schools-quiz/

https://www.facebook.com/theASMR/

@TheASMR1

National supporter of ASMR 
Medical Research Week® 2022

National sponsors of ASMR 
Medical Research Week® 2022

South Australian Sponsor of 
Schools Quiz 2022

 
 
The Dental For Schools will be returning to Willunga High School in term 3 on Wednesday 14 September and 
Thursday 15 September 2022. 
 
To book an appointment, please complete and return your form to Student Services as soon as possible. Spare 
forms will be available from Student Services. 
 
For more information please visit: https://www.dentalforschools.com.au/

Dental for Schools
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