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Principal’s Letter
Dear Willunga High School Community,

What another challenging year we have had!

Term 3 started with a lockdown reminding us how quickly our 
situation can change. Our students and staff showed amazing 
resilience and resourcefulness to quickly and successfully pivot to 
an online learning environment for that time. The engagement of our 
students in the online environment demonstrated their commitment 
to our school values, especially those of responsibility, respect and 
resilience.  We continue to have online learning available for students 
and families in readiness to do this again should that be necessary, 
we sincerely hope that it is not. Despite this disruption we have been 
able to hold performances and events across the term to support 
family engagement and showcase the talents and successes of our 
students. This newsletter will show those in more detail.

Our Stage 2 students have once again been asked to complete their 
studies with a great deal of uncertainty about how or where they may 
engage in their studies, but they have made it! It’s now the end of 
term 3 and the students completing Stage 2 subjects are at the end 
of their academic year. Some students will be preparing for exams 
that begin on November 1 and everyone should have completed or 
be completing their final required assessments, ready for moderation. 
SACE certificates for students finishing their studies will be available 
online through the SACE Board on 13 December.

During term 3 and 4 of each year we begin to plan and prepare 
for the following school year. For 2022 however, this started some 
2 years ago with our preparations for the introduction of Year 7 
students into secondary schools. We have been strategically working 
toward this event with the design and development of our Year 7 
building which is now complete, the development of curriculum for 
the implementation of the International Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Program at year 7 & 8 and also the training of our staff in preparation 
for teaching year 7 students. We have already started transition visits 
for our incoming year 7 and 8 students to ensure they have the best 
possible start to their secondary education. 

Term 4 brings on the ‘Awards Season’ where we celebrate the 
successes of our students in a range of events. These events will, of 
course, be held in a COVID safe manner and we would like to thank 
all of our families for supporting us, in ensuring that we can proceed 
with these events, by being understanding of some of the restrictions 
we may need to put in place.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Anthony van Ruiten 
Principal

Key Dates 2021

OCTOBER
Monday 18 to Tuesday 19

Year 9 outdoor education camp

Thursday 21

Aldinga transition visit 11am to 12.30pm

Thursday 28

Graduation

Friday 29 

Last day of formal year 12 lessons

NOVEMBER
Monday 1 to Thursday 11

Year 12 final exams

Wednesday 3

Principal’s tour 9.30am

Wednesday 3 to Thursday 4

Year 9 outdoor education camp 

Thursday 4

Transition yr 6 and 7 out of zone and non-government schools 
11am to 12.30pm

Wednesday 10

Year 7 transition family information evening and BBQ

Thursday 11 and Friday 12

Year 9 outdoor education camp

Friday 12 November to Friday 3 December

Art exhibition

Monday 22 to Wednesday 24

Year 11 exams

Thursday 25 to Friday 26

Year 11 transition

Friday 26

Year 11 last day

Monday 29 November to Wednesday 1 December

Year 10 exams

DECEMBER
Thursday 2

Transition day year 7

Thursday 2 to Friday 3

Year 10 transition

Friday 3

Transition day year 8

Year 10 last day

Friday 10

Last day of term
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Year 9 Science

This semester Miss Atkinson and Miss Whish’s joint year 9 science class has been joined by 
a student teacher Mr Taylor. He has positively impacted our classroom culture by introducing 
engaging inquiry projects such as using natural ingredients to dye a variety of fabrics. His positive 
behaviour management has encouraged students to go out of their comfort zones to work 
together in teams and individually.  

We would like to sincerely thank him for teaching and supporting our students while he has been 
here. We wish Mr Taylor the best of luck with his future pursuits!

by Emily Whish and Kirsty Atkinson, Science Teachers

Year 12 Biology

Walk a mile fundraiser

This term our year 12 Biology students were lucky enough to have a visit  
from Dr Narelle Hunter from Flinders University, who spoke to them about  
a variety of aspects involved with university life. They heard all about career  
opportunities and pathways through university, industry, what timetables look  
like, what it’s like to be involved in research and much more. 

Dr Narelle Hunter was able to answer their questions about applying for university  
and potential pathways through studying Biology. This was a very valuable and  
engaging experience for these year 12 students. 

National Homelessness Week was August 1st to 7th and our Special Options Class students 
participated in the Walk A Mile fundraiser this year. We walked a mile each every day for the 
week. Students learnt about homelessness, breaking down the stigma around homelessness, 
helping our students to see homelessness as a social issue which could affect anyone. 

The students raised $652, with proceeds going to the Hutt Street Centre so that they can 
continue to support Adelaide’s Homeless Community and provide shelter, food, job opportunities 
and health support. 

Well done to our SOC team - our students had a great time clocking up 61 Miles over the week 
and learning about homelessness. 

by Kirsty Atkinson, Science Teacher

by Kat Hosking, Senior Leader: Inclusion
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ATSI Excursion  
Life in the Uni Lane

Nine of our Year 8 to 10 ATSI students were 
involved in a program called ‘Life in the Uni 
Lane’, which is aimed at Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students, giving them 
an insight into what post-school opportunities 
are on offer for them, by showcasing a variety 
of topics and the oppourtunity to chat with 
current ATSI students studying at university. 

Our group participated in Sport, Health & 
Physical Activity during session 1, STEM 
Cooling Gases during session 2, and Bone 
Box for session 3. Students learnt about the 
different study and career paths that are on 
offer, particularly in these fields, and were 
given the opportunity to participate and/or 
observe some really cool activities through the 
day. 

The boys in particular loved the soccer game 
that was played during session 1, with rules 
and teamwork strategies put to good use.

In session 2 we became the audience in 
a ‘chemistry showcase’, where students 
learnt about the properties of gases, and 
got to witness some pretty cool experiments 

involving liquid nitrogen, ice & fire! 

We then tucked in to a catered lunch, which 
we enjoyed whilst sitting on the grass, 
embracing the sunshine and the gorgeous 
view from the top of the hill. 

Session 3 saw us interacting with a 
Palaeontologist and playing a ‘bone guessing 
game’, whilst learning about fossils. Everyone 
found this very fascinating, and even  
surprised themselves with how much they 
already knew about current and extinct 
Australian animals. 

After many kilometres of walking,  
and far too many stairs to count  
(poor Naieema was on  
crutches, but was an absolute  
trooper), everyone came  
home with full bellies, sore  
legs and a goodie-bag  
full of snacks and  
gifts.

By Cassandra Harvey, Aboriginal Education Teacher

WHS Newsletter

Bell Shakespeare

On Thursday 9 September Willunga High School were privileged to welcome Bell Shakespeare, a 
trio of performers presenting two plays to a wide range of students.  

The first performance, Such Sweet Sorrow (Romeo and Juliet), really captured our student’s 
attention, with fantastic engagement from the cohort attending. There were some funny moments 
in this play, due to popular culture references and commentary on how times have changed since 
the 16th century!

The second performance, Macbeth: The Rehearsal, had a larger senior school audience, 
however this did allow for some great audience participation, with several Year 12s being chosen 
for minor roles, and our own Mr Jeff Lines playing King Duncan! If you know Macbeth, then you 
would know that Mr Lines had a short role to play (see our photographs to see his red scarf 
‘death scene’). 

Thank you to all staff for your support of this performance, especially Ms Lehmann and Ms Cox 
in their organisational efforts. 

We hope students enjoyed the opportunity to engage in live theatre and it was lovely to welcome 
Bell Shakespeare onto site this year, after having to cancel last year’s event due to COVID. We 
hope to have Bell Shakespeare back again in 2022. 

A special thanks to the Bell Shakespeare actors William Bartolo, Nicola Bowman and Jake Fryer-
Hornsby. 

by Alex Price, English, HASS and Languages Area of Learning Leader
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Year 12 Food and Hospitality

The Year 12 Food and Hospitality classes have been exploring the idea of catering for others with 
regional foods local to the Fleurieu Region in their group task. One of the classes decided to put 
on a delicious “high tea” style afternoon tea for the staff at the Week 7 staff meeting with a variety 
of finger food dishes on offer. There was much debate among the staff as to which was the best 
dish, with some teachers having to sample quite a few of each item just to be sure which one 
they liked the best.

One of the other classes decided to cater using a “grazing box” style, which also included having 
to label the boxes correctly. These boxes were very popular with staff and ‘sold’ out in under an 
hour! 

The final Year 12 class will be catering using a “plated restaurant style” lunch. Well done to all 
the Year 12 Food and Hospitality students! As shown in the photos, you met the criteria and 
celebrated our region’s ingredients with those staff who were lucky enough to enjoy a taste.

by Yvonne Ashton, Design, Technology and Home Economics coordinator
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Willunga High School has been fortunate to 
have the Lighthouse Youth Projects bicycle-
based mentoring BALANCE Program run 
at the school this Semester.  BALANCE is 
a school-based program that aligns bike 
activities and skill development to specific 
learning outcomes. 

BALANCE provides mentoring support for 
young people who are at risk of becoming 
disengaged with school. It aims to encourage 
a change in attitudes towards risk-taking 
behaviours, shifting the mindset towards taking 
take responsibility for their actions.  Lighthouse 
mentors focus on specifically increasing the 
young person’s awareness around the factors 
that influenced their behaviours, and its 
impacts on them and others around them.  

The program is delivered via a series of 
workshops combining theory and bike-based 
activities. These deliberately challenging BMX-
based activities are designed to demonstrate 
that bike riding can redirect their thrill-seeking 
behaviours into healthier, positive actions.  

Riding facilitates better anger management 
and produces natural endorphins providing a 
healthier alternative to drug and alcohol use. 
Bike riding also supports active community 
participation and inclusion for those that 
experience isolation or struggle to manage 
their mental health.
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BALANCE program
by Ben Sanderson, Wellbeing Leader

Daniel R. Jasmin J.

Road Awareness Program (RAP)
by Sharon Harrison, Senior School Coordinator

In term 2, our year 11 students attend the Road Awareness Program delivered by the  
SAMFS. Our students made us proud with their change of attitude after the presentation,  
student feedback was fabulous indicating a very worthwhile experience for our students.  
From the 99 feedback forms we received back:

•  34 nominated that they were RESPONSIBLE as road users prior to seeing RAP

• 65 nominated that they were RISK TAKERS as road users prior to seeing RAP

• 0 nominated they were TOTALLY IRRESPONSIBLE prior to seeing RAP

• 99 participants checked the box indicating they choose to be a RESPONSIBLE road user 
after participating in the RAP presentation.

In response to the question “Following the program will you adapt safer road behaviours?” 99 
out of 99 participants said “yes”. This is an excellent result and students written comments were 
fantastic.
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Agriculture update Merino update

Olive oil awards

by the Agriculture team

It has been a tumultuous term in Agriculture with news of the Royal Adelaide Show being 
cancelled. However, this has not stopped our students and teachers moving forward and 
engaging in a virtual steer competition, carcass competition and merino competition planned 
for the second week of September. Our Olive Oil and Shiraz has also received awards in recent 
weeks, and is currently available for purchase from the front office or the Willunga High School 
stand at the Willunga Farmer’s Market.  

The students have also received their new Agriculture Team uniform which looks fantastic, and 
allows our students to present themselves proudly and professionally at Agriculture events.  

Despite the cancellation of the Royal Show, we are looking forward to ongoing planning of events 
in term 4, including a Willunga Show and ongoing Agricultural education opportunities for our 
students. We are exceptionally proud of the resilient and positive attitudes the students have 
maintained despite the disappointment of the Show cancellation. 

Our 7 merino wethers, kindly donated by Keith and Judy Paech from  
Lucenbrae Stud, were exhibited at the Merino SA wether competition  
at the Royal Showgrounds in week 8. There were nine students in the  
team who prepared and presented the sheep, including parading them to  
the judges, sheep handling and shearing. Our sheep were commended by  
the judge for their uniformity, fleece quality and growth. We were delighted to  
receive a third place (from more than 70 teams) for overall meat value. 

We were delighted to be awarded a bronze medal for the 
school’s 2021 olive oil at the Royal Adelaide Olive Awards. 
This was a gala dinner, with our Agriculture teachers 
accepting the award on behalf of the school. As a school 
we are proud of the role students play in the harvest and 
maintenance of the olive grove - making a significant 
contribution producing the olive oil. The judges’ comments 
were as follows; “Aromas of cut grass, pine needle, green 
apple and green capsicum. Mild transfer to the palate. 
Creamy palate with mild bitterness and pungency. Short 
finish.” The oil can be purchased from the front office. 

The Willunga Shiraz Challenge is a competition for local boutique producers who use grapes 
grown on the Willunga Plains or foothills to produce their wine. The competition is limited to 2 
year old wines. As Willunga High School produces its Shiraz wine from our organically certified 
vineyard on site we were invited to enter the competition. 

Our 2019 King of the Mountain Shiraz was highly rated by the 40 guests present at the judging, 
many of whom are well known producers in the area. 

Overall our wine was judged 2nd by guest judge, Steve Maglieri, and 3rd by the entire group in a 
blind tasting. 

Congratulation to all those involved in the production of our grapes and wines. The entire 
process provides rich learning opportunities for our students and is a tangible connection to our 
community.

Willunga Shiraz challenge
By Anthony van Ruiten, Principal
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Steer updateAgriculture produce stall

We were extremely proud to present two steers this year – a limousin from Meadowbrook 
Stud, Willunga and an Angus from Blackstone Angus, Meadows. We were grateful that these 
steers were exhibited at the SA Junior Heifer Show in July. Following the cancellation of the 
Royal Show, an online show ran, judging the steers from photos. We were very pleased with 
the overall presentation of the steers, with our students having learnt a number of handling and 
grooming techniques this year. The judge of the online competition, commended Willunga for the 
“immaculate” presentation of the steers. We were extremely happy to win a second place in the 
Heavy Domestic class for our Limousin steer “Rowdy.”

In week 9, the Agriculture students and SOC class ran a produce stall to sell herbs and 
vegetables which students grew in the ag farm gardens. A huge range of herbs and vegetables 
were offered, including carrots, broccoli, coriander, spinach, beetroot and parsley. Students 
also made quiche and cupcakes from the school eggs. The SOC class collected the eggs 
from the school chickens each day, and it was great to offer produce from these eggs to staff 
and students. Students worked diligently to harvest, bundle and present produce for sale, 
and professionally ran the stall at lunchtime. Overall, over $400 was raised to help pay for the 
Agriculture team uniform. 
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School musical: Alice in Wonderland
By Zara Lehmann, arts co-ordinator/ dance and drama and Timothy Pomeroy 
Photos by Timothy Pomeroy

This term, Willunga High School presented their musical production of Alice In Wonderland.  

Directed by Lauren Cox, this production written by Kathleen Thompson featured WHS Musical 
Theatre students from Years 10 to 12, as the cast, off-stage crew, and senior dancers. A Junior 
Dance Ensemble facilitated by Zara Lehmann, involved middle school students from WHS, as 
well as Year 5 to 7 students from Willunga and McLaren Vale primary schools.

This production was modern and fast paced, and included a live band led by David Cavaiuolo. 
Musical Theatre students were heavily involved in every aspect of the production, from 
choreography, to publicity, to designing and making props, projections, lighting/sound, and other 
off-stage roles. The musical theatre students rehearsed during lessons, with actors attending 
additional after school rehearsals to perfect their performances. Alongside the actors, the 
dancers, musicians, and off-stage crew attended several Sunday and holiday rehearsals, which 
enabled the performance to come together.  

On August 20 and 21, four performances were held at the Hopgood Theatre, where the show 
really came to life. Together the students and staff created a production that was outstanding, 
and was an event that the whole school community could be proud of! 

2021 marks the first year that the SACE Earth and Environmental Sciences 
course has been offered to Year 11 students at Willunga High School. 

The overarching theme for this Semester has been “Think Global, Act Local”. The 
class of 22 students began the course by delving way back in time to consider 
the age of Earth and how geological and biological processes have shaped our 
planet – with the odd Mass Extinction along the way. 

On the local front, we have been investigating the effect of land-use on the health 
of Wirra Creek system by measuring abiotic factors such as nutrient levels, 
turbidity and salinity.  Our mini-field trips have seen the class follow the course of 
the creek from the Old Court House down to Little Road.   

Earth and environmental science
By Stephen Nicholls, Earth and Environmental Science Teacher
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School sport

by Andrew Gaunt, Health and Physical Education teacher / Sports coordinator

This term, Willunga High School students have competed in various school sport events. 

The year 8/9 boys football team, after comfortably defeating Seaford in term 2 had to travel to 
Charles Campbell College to play Charles Campbell and Birdwood High School in their next 
round. Playing Birdwood first, the boys got off to a slow start before matching it with them. 
However, they ended up going down by 5 goals. They then had to play Charles Campbell and 
were able to beat them by 21 points. Due to losing the match against Birdwood, this meant they 
were then out of the competition. 

We also took our open boys and girls volleyball teams to Seaford Secondary College to play in 
the statewide volleyball competition. Both teams finished 3rd overall after being drawn in the pool 
with the eventual winners. The boys played Wirreanda first and were able to beat them 3 sets to 
0. In the next game against Woodcroft, they lost the match 2 sets to 1. The boys were then able 
to comfortably defeat Aberfoyle Park in the playoff for 3rd. The girls played Reynella East in their 
1st game and whilst the game was 1 set all, we had won 5 fewer points so unfortunately lost that 
game. The girls were then undefeated for the rest of the day, defeating Victor Harbor in their 3rd 
place playoff. 

The 8/9 girls football team travelled to Tintinara to take on Naracoorte High School and St 
Aloysius College in their semi final match up. Departing the school at 7am, the girls were excited 
about playing Naracoorte first and were comfortable winners 59 to 14.  In the next game, St 
Aloysius started well to lead 15-0 early.  By ¾ time, the margin was 17 to 14.  The Willunga girls 
stormed home to win the match 32 to 17.  The girls are now in the Grand Final against Banksia 
Park High School at Thebarton Oval in week 10.  Good luck to all.

To celebrate Science Week, year 8 and 9 students had the opportunity to  
attend a chemistry spectacular. Students observed combustion  
demonstrations and explored the reactions of detergents in fats using milk and  
food coloring. 

The primary objective of the session was to conduct five transformations of copper  
and recover the copper back to it’s original state and assess the yield. Under safe  
conditions, students used concentrated nitric acid to dissolve the copper metal and  
employed various purification techniques recover the product. 

Year 8 and 9  
chemistry spectacular



29 September, 2021  |  Term 3

Flinders Uni river journey  

presentation years 8 and 9

Japanese

On Wednesday 18 August and Wednesday 
1 September, the Flinders University River 
Journey Presentation was delivered to Year 8 
and 9 Pathways classes.   

Year 8 students, who received the ‘Explorer’ 
presentation, were introduced to the river 
metaphor, and explored how this relates to 
life as a journey whilst considering the role 
that transitions play in their own journeys. 
Students were challenged to identify obstacles 
and opportunities and the impact these can 
have on their life. Furthermore, the students 
heard stories and tips from current university 
students on how they themselves overcame 
adversity to succeed.   

Year 9 students, who received the 
‘Investigator’ presentation, were 
prompted to begin planning ahead and 
set goals for their future. Like the Year 
8 cohort, the students were challenged 
to identify obstacles and opportunities 
that would impact their goals and 
pathways, facilitating further conversations 
on how the students may explore alternative 
pathways and create back-up plans. 
Students analysed career types and fields of 
work, investigated the options that suit them as 
individuals, examined the skills employers want 
and finally discussed how these skills apply to 
the workforce.   

By Sharmaine Mills and Claire Murphy, Year 8 and 9 Year Level Leaders

Our year 10 Japanese class enjoyed a Zoom conference with our sister school students 
at Okayama University Preparation High School. Our principal Mr van Ruiten was formally 
introduced to Okayama’s new principal Mr Okada. 

We are hoping to have many more opportunities to interact with the students from  
Okayama once their summer holidays are over.

By Liz Selby, Japanese Teacher
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Book Week celebrated its 75th year this year. The theme this year was Old Worlds, New Worlds, 
and Other Worlds. Term 3 is always a busy time but there is always an extra buzz during Book 
Week, with competitions and displays in the learning hub embracing the spirit of Book Week 
promoting and supporting Australian children’s literature. 

We had a display of this years shortlisted titles and playing on the theme, a competition was run 
to write a first sentence that could take a reader to “Old Worlds, New Worlds or Other Worlds”.  
There was also a guess the number of lollies in a jar competition and a BookFace challenge 
where students and staff were encouraged to take a photo of their face, blended with a face on 
a book cover.

Thank you to all students and staff who participated in the activities and helped make Book 
Week 2021 a success.

By Rachel Gonzalez, Librarian
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Have you heard about the doctors on 
Campus program?

Have you heard about the Doctors On 
Campus program? Known as the DOC 
program, Willunga High School is one of the 
few South Australian high schools to have 
adopted this wonderful service! The program 
allows any Willunga High Student to access 
a GP at school, during school hours, as well 
as clinical mental health counselling from 
on-site mental health professionals. Students 
are able to access the program with no out 
of pocket cost thanks to the Medicare Better 
Access Scheme, with up to 10 mental health 
appointments available to each student per 
year.  

The program at Willunga High School was 
started in 2017 by principal Anthony van 
Ruiten, his management team and Avril Dargie, 
Wellbeing leader at the time. They asked 
professional Healthcare workers local GP, Dr. 
Deliah Mahne, In- School psychologist Carla 
Humphrys and Mental Health Social worker 
Astrid Robinson to join their on- site well-being 
team.

Since then, the DOC program has helped 
more than 200 students manage a variety 
of health concerns including asthma, 
immunisations, anxiety and depression. Early 
evaluation of the program has also shown that 
students receiving regular care from the doctor 
and/or mental health professionals improve 
their rate of attendance at school! The DOC 
program is therefore helping students not only 
to improve their general and mental health, but 
also to complete graduation milestones in High 
School.  

The DOC team in conjunction with Willunga 
High School and Flinders University are 
currently evaluating this innovative program 
by conducting important research in regards 
to its efficacy and the enablers it has to offer 
in regards to access to mental and general 
health care. 

On Wednesday 16th June the DOC research 
team attended Willunga High School and held 
a winter warmer lunch to share information 
about the service with teachers. The lunch 
was a great success, and we thank all staff 
and who gave up their lunch time to listen to 
us and for continuing to support their students 
wellbeing and the DOC program.  

If you or your child are currently attending the 
Doctor On Campus program we send out a 
heartily invitation to participate in the Doctor 
On Campus research conducted by Flinders 
University. 

If you’re interested, please email Laura 
McEntee on mcen0015@flinders.edu.au

By Doctor on Campus Team
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01. L to R: Dr. Deliah Mahne, Laura McEntee, principal Anthony van Ruiten, Chrishma Ravindranath, Rumsha Baig, 
Dr. Johanna Jordaan 
02. Principal researcher Dr. Johanna Jordaan with fellow researchers from Flinders University 
03. The DOC health and research team (L to R: Astrid Robinson, Rumsha Baig, Dr. Carla Humphrys, Anette de 
Villiers, Dr. Johanna Jordaan, Laura McEntree, Ryan Olsen 
04. Amongst the school’s vineyards
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