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FROM THE PRINCIPAL | Anthony van Ruiten
Dear Willunga High School Community,
It is hard to believe that we are nearly at the end of
term 1 already!
As we approach the end of term 1 families should have
received ‘snapshot’ letters for all students, informing
them of their progress. The purpose of the snapshot
letters is to provide extra feedback on student
progress so that students can be supported, at home
and at school, to improve their outcomes. Feedback is
critical in the learning process and our teachers are
continuing to refine ways to provide feedback so that
students can reflect on how they have approached
their studies, the strategies they have used to manage
their time or workload or how they have been seeking
assistance to improve their understanding and
achievement. Snapshot letters work hand in hand with
the Student/Parent/Teacher conferences, which will
occur on Tuesday April 9, as a way to know how each
student is progressing and how we can partner to
support the best outcomes for every student. We look
forward to seeing all families at this event in our newly
refurbished learning spaces.
As I will be discussing in every newsletter, attendance
is a key driver of success at school, it is important that
families support their students to be at school every
day. To date our average attendance rate is 91%.
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Whilst this is a good result for the year so far, we need
to continue to strive to reduce the number of students
who miss school for any reason other than illness. We
would like to thank the support we have received from
families, the students themselves and our staff for
continuing to improve our culture of attendance.
Our first student free day for the year occurred on
March 9. On this day all staff engaged with training on
the concepts, benefits and practices that support a
restorative approach to resolving conflict amongst all
members of the school community. Restorative
Practices promote a ‘win / win’ resolution of conflicts
where there is an acceptance of responsibility for the
hurt, a sense of remorse and restorative action on the
part of the perpetrator and forgiveness from the victim.
Our staff and students will be exploring and employing
restorative practices over the year and into the future
to support an inclusive and productive learning
environment at our school.
We enjoyed a very successful Year 12 School Formal
on March 8, the students looked splendid in their finest
attire, putting on their best manners and thoroughly
enjoying the evening. This year the formal was again
held at the Serafino Reception Centre. As a local venue
it encourages families and carers to come along to see
the grand entrance of the students and generated a
real community feel to the event.
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KEY DATES 2019
APRIL:
Wed 3
Yr 12 Dance Workshop
Thurs 4 - Fri 5
Year 9 Aquatics
Mon 8 - Fri 12
Yr 10 Work Experience
Mon 8
This year’s students were the best behaved group I have ever
experienced at one of these events and I congratulate the students
on their level of respect and responsibility. The team at Serafino

SANTOS Interschools Athletics
Tues 9
Student / Parent / Teacher Conferences

informed us that they were the best school group they had hosted.

Wed 10

It is important to acknowledge Rebecca Morrison and Thomas

SACE Art Excursion

Gradisar for their work with staff and the ‘student social committee’

Thurs 11

to provide an evening designed by students for students.

Yr 12 Drama The Club Excursion

Sports Day is always a great event and this year it was no different.
McLaren returned to the top of the winners list, over Sara, by the
smallest margin in history (3 points). Sports Day is a time of
celebration and every year we say that it is how many students
who participate on the day, not the great athletes that each house
has, that enables the winning house to hoist the coveted house

Fri 12
Last Day Term 1, 2pm Dismissal
TERM 2:
Mon 29
First Day Term 2

shield. Sports Day is more a celebration of participation and

Mon 29 - Wed 1 May

community than it is a test of athletic skill or strength. This is

Yr 12 Aquatics

clearly visible through the number of parents and friends who

Tues 30 - Wed 1 May

come out to watch; the great food from the BBQ produced by the

Yr 11 Outdoor Ed Aquatics

students and supported by the Willunga Lions Club; the Special
Options Class operating their ‘Smoothie Bike Stall’; the effort of our
grounds team in the preparation of the oval and track; the
organisation of the PE team to ensure the day ran like clockwork
and in the commitment of all staff and students to make sure that
everybody was included and had a great time.
After Sports Day, we farewelled our visitors from Nihon Gakuen

MAY:
Wed 1 - Fri 3
Mobile Dental Service Visit
Thurs 2
Yr 8 Immunisations
Fri 10

Junior High School, Japan. Students had a great experience at our

Career Expo

school sharing their culture and learning about ours, and

Tues 14 - Fri 17

participating in some great learning excursions. These study tours

NAPLAN

provide our students with brilliant cultural learning experiences,

Mon 20 - Fri 24

developing their international mindedness as part of our goal to

National Volunteers Week

develop highly successful global citizens. We always need to
acknowledge the amazing support of our homestay families who
welcome international visitors into their homes and provide them
with the most amazing experiences over the time they are here.
We look forward to seeing you all at the Student Parent Teacher

Tues 21 - Fri 24
NAPLAN
Thurs 23
Yr 11 Immunisations
Fri 24

Conferences in week 11.

Arts Showcase

Anthony van Ruiten, Principal

Principal's Tour 9:15am - 10:30am

MARCH 2019

PAGE 2

STEM Works Official Opening
We proudly unveiled our new $2.5 million STEM facility for all to see at the official opening ceremony on
Wednesday, March 6. Our newly renovated facilities provide a much improved learning environment, transforming
our school in more ways than one. It has involved the gutting of a large portion of the building to create 12 modern
classrooms, think tank rooms, a flip lab, study spaces, offices and a new Learning Hub that integrates IT services,
the Library, collaborative learning spaces and presentation seating.
Joined by special guests including the Minister for the Department of Education, the Honorable John Gardner, the
Honorable Rebekha Sharkie, Federal Member for Mayo and the Honorable Leon Bignell, Member for Mawson; the
unveiling of our new STEM facility was opened with a smoking ceremony by local Kaurna man, Allan Sumner, which
invites helpful spirits to the land upon which the building lies.
Learning spaces such as these enable teachers and students to more easily engage in innovative, modern, learning
experiences which will support improved outcomes for our students. As educators, we are becoming increasingly
aware of the interaction between physical spaces and learning environment and recognise that attractive, wellresourced facilities improve not only our school's physical environment but also the learning culture and tone of
our school.
Thank you to Mark Wiltshire and his team from Wiltshire Swain Architects, who have effectively interpreted our
vision and made it a beautiful reality; at Tonkin Schutz Design Build we acknowledge Miranda, Luke, Matt and
Natasha who have so ably managed the project, with great consideration for the needs of the school; Flora Bunn,
DfE Capital Programs, Project Officer and Jody Sammut, Project Manager, from the Department for Planning,
Transport and Infrastructure for their work in the development and delivery of the project; and Kim Hughes, our
Business Manager, for her outstanding support and her tireless, fastidious commitment to this project.
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WHS SPORTS DAY!
By Andrew Gaunt, HPE / Sports Coordinator

On Friday 15 March, Willunga held its annual Sports Day.
In sunny conditions, the two cheerleading groups got the
day underway with routines that were choreographed by

RECORDS BROKEN:

Cheyenne M (Junior Section) and Lia P (Senior Section). It
was fantastic to have these groups perform as they had
given up lunchtimes to prepare the routine leading up to
Sports Day. From there, it was fierce competition all
throughout the day.
The Hurdles and 1500m events, which were completed on
the Wednesday before Sports Day, saw McLaren take a
small lead into the day. It was a tight battle between

U15 BOYS SHOT PUT
MITCHELL R - 12.57M

U14 GIRLS SHOT PUT
JANE T – 9.96M

McLaren and Sara all throughout the day however it was

U14 BOYS 400M

McLaren that came out on top by 3 points over Sara, Lacey

CARTER L – 58.12S

and Martin.
All students are to be commended on their efforts and
sportsmanship over the day. It was fantastic to see those

OPEN GIRLS DISCUS
INDIGO B – 22.39M

who were not competing in events, cheering on their
friends and some even helping other students complete
their events. The staff were also wonderful in their support

U14 GIRLS DISCUS

of this whole school event. It was pleasing to see so many

JANE T – 31.27M

parents come along and show their support as well.
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75 students now head off to our Interschool
Athletics Event on Monday 8 April.
Good luck to all those students involved!
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Parygon Bridge
by Eliza P, Year 10 English

The blistering afternoon sun blazes across the decaying woodlands. The wilted trees had twisted into grotesque,
demonic shapes, like an army of disfigured soldiers heading home after battle. The once deep blue sky was now
pale and languid, almost as if every cloud in the sky had melted away under the oppressive heat. Settled perfectly in
the middle was the sleepy town of Parygon Bridge, so small outsiders would be unaware that it even existed at all.
The bitumen felt as if it was burning through Cleo’s sneakers as she sips on the last dregs of her water. It was an
average Friday afternoon, and the day had seemed to be dragging on forever. The stifling dry heat made breathing
difficult, and the town was strangely silent.
“So, did you hear about that killer that’s apparently on the loose?” Cleo says, breaking the silence.
Finn chuckles and retorts, “You seriously believe that?” Cleo crosses her arms.
“Well, apparently there’s dead bodies all through the forest, I’ll prove it to you” Cleo sneers. Finn nods arrogantly,
and the two make a short-cut through an empty hayfield.
They arrive at the forest, lost in deep conversation. The dead leaves crunch beneath their feet as they venture
inside. A soft breeze gently gusts through the branches, the trees groan as if they are crying out in pain. The weak
caw of a single crow echoes high through the air, as Cleo squints her eyes and peers around the deserted
wasteland.
“I’m thinking we should search the creek” she announces. The rays of sun glimmer through the trees, illuminating
the creek as she grabs Finn’s arm and begins pulling him towards the glowing line of water. Nothing seemed to be
out of the ordinary, the water was so clear, it was like a window glazed over the emerald coloured reeds. Cleo peers
in, staring at her reflection in the ripples. Feeling as if she had just left reality, Finn’s voice startles her.
“Come check this out!” he calls, from behind a small blackberry bush beside the creek. Cleo springs to her feet and
scrambles along the edge of the hill, following Finn’s pointing finger with her eyes. The creek which had previously
been as clear as day, was now running a vigorous shade of red. They both stand there frozen in fear, as it dawns on
them. Finn clears his throat.
“I-Is that blood?” he whispers.
“I don’t know..” Cleo replies, a knot of fear tightens in her chest.
“W-Well come on” Finn mutters hesitantly, gesturing towards the creek.
Finn and Cleo tread lightly, afraid of stirring the silence as they head upstream, following the creek. Finn stops dead
in his tracks all of a sudden, his eyes widening.
“W-What?” Cleo says, her voice trembling. “What are you looking at?”
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Finn gulps and then points towards the creek again. Cleo fixes her gaze on the direction he is pointing in, and that
is when she notices the large mass, floating in the middle of the creek. Impending danger washes over Finn like a
wave, as he picks up a large stick. He knew he couldn’t back out now. A fetid stench falls upon them, like a tsunami
overloading their senses. It was an indescribable smell, one that reminded Cleo remotely of the time she went
hunting with her father. Finn pokes at the mass with the stick, covering his nose with his shirt. The stench grew
stronger, as Finn used all of his power to hold back the waves of nausea. Cleo hadn’t moved her sight from the
mysterious mass, as possibilities of what might happen next race around her mind like a whirlwind. A very sudden
and loud splashing noise knocks Cleo off her feet, out of fear. Finn had dropped the stick and was now backing
away slowly, eyes wide with sheer terror. Cleo was furious that he had scared her like that, but she was unable to
move a muscle. It was as if a spell had been cast over her, keeping her frozen. The two children stare at each other,
and within seconds Finn’s entire expression changes.
“It’s a sheep!” he splutters. Cleo was speechless, as she moves closer and takes a better look. He was right, it was
just a dead sheep.
“I guess you were right then” Cleo sighs. Finn chuckles some more.
“I tricked you.” A slight breeze suddenly picks up and gusts through the trees, making the leaves rustle melodically.
A blackbird begins to sing a lighthearted tune in the distance. Cleo rolls her eyes, as the two of them begin trudging
back to the hayfield. Finn starts to hum a tune, one he had heard on the radio earlier. Cleo punches him in the arm.
“I hate that song” she says, with a smile.
And as they disappear over the rise heading back to the main road, not two metres from the sheep’s carcass, a
severed human heads bobs to the surface, mouth gaped open, with the last moments of death captured, and frozen
across the poor man’s face, forever.

The JJ & Lydia Eden School Prize
An opportunity for Yr 10 students to suggest possible futures

The prizes for the competition are provided from the
1956 bequest of John Joseph Eden who requested in
his will that the Minister of Education conduct a
competition for young people in South Australian
public schools on the topic of making the world a
better and happier place.
The task for the competition is for students to develop
a response in 600-800 words to the following question:

Does knowing the past make the present
a happier and better place?
What are the prizes?
• 1st prize: $1250 • 2nd prize: $750 • 3rd prize: $500
The judging panel will use the following
criteria to judge the entries:
• breadth of thought on the topic • originality of
thought • relevance of the response to the question •
reference to current issues • communication skills.
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Aboriginal Education
by Ms. Emma Venning & Mr. Tim Zammit, Aboriginal Education Team

Nunga Tag
Once again, Willunga High School displayed pride and passion in the annual Nunga Tag Rugby Tournament. The
event held at Christies Beach High School brings together Indigenous students and families from around the
Southern area. Our junior and senior sides not only performed well, winning the majority of their games but also
displayed sportsmanship and teamwork.
Reconciliation Action Plan
We are in the process of finalising Willunga High School’s inaugural Reconciliation Action Plan. We welcome
feedback from our community. If you would like a copy please e-mail atsi@whs.sa.edu.au
Reconciliation Week
Reconciliation Week (27 May – 3 June) is a very significant time for our community. This year’s theme is “Grounded
in truth, Walk together with courage”. As usual, our school will be offering experiences for all our students to
engage with Reconciliation Week. If you would like to find out more please check out:
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/
Adelaide Fringe Festival – Spirit
Twenty four lucky students had the opportunity to
travel by train to the Adelaide CBD to watch the
enthralling Fringe show ‘Spirit’ and visit the
Aboriginal Art Gallery Tandanya. The world premiere
of the show was well received by students. 'Spirit'
theatrically wove together story, song, dance, fire,
language and image from this country. Breathing life
into some of our most ancient stories, teaching us to
look, learn and listen, the importance of truth-telling
and the value of respect.

MARCH 2019

PAGE 8

If you build it, they will come
by Patrick Jolly + Emily Whish, Teachers, Special Options Class

In week 1 of this term, the students and staff of the Special Options Class (SOC) came up with an idea. It involved
delicious sweet beverages and exercise. A strange connection but we thought we would go ahead all the same.
The idea was to sell smoothies on Sports Day using a few blenders as well as a smoothie bike. We had an idea and a
few things that needed to be done. Now we just required the SOC class to find all the solutions.
First the students contacted key members of the school seeking approval and permission through formal letters.
They then experimented with smoothie flavours in the kitchen and developed advertising to spark interest in the
event. They engaged in woodwork skills through the sanding and production of pallet furniture, which were
fantastically spruced up with cushions by Ms Ring's Design and Fashion class plus helpers. This class was working
like a well-oiled machine.
As Sports Day drew closer, we developed our customer service and money handling skills. Ms Whish, Jackie
Vallance and Leah Bennett worked relentlessly in helping and pushing our young people to be ready. The students
had done all the work. We were greatly supported by the school and the students were itching to start.
On Sports Day the students juggled their team commitments with the running of the smoothie stall. We opened at
9:30am and we were off! The first 30 minutes was chaos. The students dealt with the pressure magnificently and
their money handling skills were holding up thanks to great support from the Learning Centre team. We worked for
4 hours and after all the calculations had been done, $320 had been raised for the Make-A-Wish Foundation!
It was 7 weeks of work from the staff and students of the SOC class with assistance from many others. Our students
were able to achieve something that was big. Something that allowed them to engage with the wider community
and develop skills to help them to become independent. We were very pleased with the way they collaborated
together. Thank you to everyone who contributed to our project. It is something that we are very proud of,
including local businesses Fleurieu Milk, Mountain Fresh Juice, Foodland McLaren Vale, Coles Aldinga, Aldinga
Timber, Serafino, and also Wirreanda High School for the lending of the smoothie bike.
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Host families needed!
Hosting an international student is a fun, rewarding experience. Plus, you'll receive remuneration of $300 per
week, meaning there's spending money for the whole family to have great Aussie adventures with your student.
Host a student and experience:
- other cultures, customs and traditions
- lifelong friendships with your student
- activities with other host families
- fun things to see and do in South Australia
Students arrive in July for between 1 to 4 terms and there are also a number of shorter, 1 - 2 week tours
throughout the year. If you can offer a friendly, supportive and caring home environment, register to host an
international student:
Phone 8557 0100 | email leeanne.storr@whs.sa.edu.au | www.whs.sa.edu.au/special-programs/international

Farewell Nihon Gakuen Junior HS
by Leeanne Storr, International Program Manager

We recently farewelled our six students visiting from Nihon
Gakuen Junior High School, Japan.
Students were hosted by local families and had a wonderful 10
days with Willunga High School where they enjoyed a range of
experiences including surfing, AFL, games with our language
students, Sports Day, Australian animals, Aboriginal culture and
more.
Thank you to our wonderful homestay families for welcoming an
international student into your life, and also to our fantastic
group of student buddies who showed warmth, kindness and
friendship to our International visitors both in class, the yard
and on excursions.
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YEAR 8 & 9 TUTE GROUP
Our Middle School team are offering a Tute Group

→ 4:00pm, during weeks
4 → 10 of Term 1 and weeks 2 → 8 for the remainder
on Thursdays from 3:15pm

of the year. Two or more staff will be at each session
(one English / HASS specialist and one Math /
Science specialist) to provide extra tuition,
clarification and work completion opportunities.
Students need to complete the consent form
available from Student Services and also need to
find their own transport home as the school bus
service is unable to continue after the regular
departure. Please contact Sharmaine Mills, Year 9
Coordinator if you wish to discuss on 8557 0100.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
Our canteen is run with the support of volunteers
from our school community working together. If you
can spare time to help prepare rolls, sandwiches
and help with general kitchen duties, we would very
much appreciate a hand!
Volunteers are needed for shifts between the hours
of 9am and 2pm. It’s easy and fun work with on-thejob training and you can dedicate as much or as
little time as you like.
Drop by our canteen for a chat or contact Nola
Bishop, Canteen Manager on (08) 8557 0161.

STUDENT SERVICES:
Change of address: If you have recently moved or
are moving soon, please contact us so that we can
update our system in line with Department
requirements. If a new bus pass is required, payment
can be made through our Finance department.
ID Letters: If students need an ID letter for their
driver’s licence or any other reason, please contact
Student Services with prior notice as this will take 24
hours to process.
Lost Property: Please send students with lost
property to Student Services to check before end of
term, when all unclaimed items will then be donated.
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